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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Response 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



MONTH(S) FROM THE 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). ln T no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
■ If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 



Status 

^Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

□ This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

^SfClaim(s) 



Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

^&laim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



. is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) 

pg[Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Office Action Summary 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 3-97) 



•U.S. GPO: 1997-41 7-381/82710 
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Art Unit: 2167 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made 
in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applican t for 
patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 10-12, 14 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being clearly anticipated by Lamm. Lamm discloses sending a bill 
over the Internet, see col. 5, line 21 and col. 11, lines 60-62, a bill 
identification number is disclosed in col. 10, lines 54-57 and col. 13, lines 
22-26, the bill identification number is an authorization code which is 
included in the payment instructions back to the biller, see col. 15, lines 
46-49. Col. 7, lines disclose that the billing party may deal directly with 
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the bill payers. Including advertising material with the bill is disclosed 
in col. 14, lines 61-66. Payment by credit card authorization is disclosed 
in col. 16, lines 44-47. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lamm in view of Bednar et al. Lamm shows all the 
features of the applicant's claimed invention except payment by 
electronic check. Bednar et al show a system for paying bills with the 
electronic check shown in Fig. 5. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art in view of the showing and teaching of Bednar et 
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al to modify the device of Lamm to allow payment by electronic check to 
give the bill payers more ways to pay the bills. 

5. Claims 5, 6, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lamm in view of Hilt et al. Lamm shows all the 
features of the applicant's claimed invention except payment of the bills 
through the mail. Hilt et al disclose paying bills in col. 13, lines 48-50 
paying bills either electronically or through the mail. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the showing 
and teaching of Hilt et al to modify the device of Lamm to allow payment 
through the mail to give the bill payers more ways to pay the bills. 

6. Claims 7, 8, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lamm in view of Ziarno. Lamm shows all the 
features of the applicant's claimed invention except the means to allow 
the bill payor to make political or charitable contributions. Ziarno 
discloses a method for making political or charitable contributions, see 
col. 5, line 55, over the Internet, see col. 11, line 26, using electronic 
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funds transfer, see col. 10, line 2. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art in view of the showing and teaching of Ziarno to 
provide the device of Lamm with means to allow the bill payor to make 
political or charitable contributions over the Internet as a further 
service to the bill payor. 

7. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lamm in view of Egendorf. Lamm shows all the 
features of the applicant's claimed invention except charging a fee for a 
service provider. Egendorf discloses an Internet bill paying service that 
charges a fee for a service provider, see col. 5, lines 46-50. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the showing 
and teaching of Egendorf to provide the device of Lamm with means to 
charge a fee for a service provider as such is a regular business 
arrangement. 
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Drawings 

8. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they do not include the following reference 
sign(s) mentioned in the description: reference numerals 100- 109 in Fig. 
1 as referred to on page 51 of the specification; reference numerals 200A, 
200B, 201 and 202 in Fig. 2A and reference numerals 203-222 in Figs 3- 
22, respectively as referred to on pages 52 and 53 of the specification. 
Correction is required. 

9. Figures 2A to 2D are not labeled in the drawings. Correction is 
required. 

Specification 

10. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it includes 
claim-like language, such as: "means" and "said". Correction is required. 
See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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11. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent 
necessary to determine the presence of all possible minor errors. 
Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which 
applicant may become aware in the specification. 



12. The prior art cited in the specification has not been fully 
considered because the applicant has not submitted a copy of each 
reference, see MPEP 609. 

13. Anderson is cited for the disclosure of an approval code in a bill 
paying method, see col. 7, line 54 to col. 9, line 18. Remmington et al is 
cited to show the electronic check in Fig. 10. The WIPO publication is 
cited to show the on-line bill paying system that includes coded data on 
the bill that identifies the bill, see page 1, lines 40 and 41. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
F. J. Bartuska at telephone number (703) 308-1111. 



Conclusion 




F. J. BARTUSKA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



